5th November All Saints White

Collect
Almighty God, you have knit together your elect in one
communion and fellowship in the mystical body of your
Son Christ our Lord: grant us grace so to follow your
blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living that we
may come to those inexpressible joys that you have
prepared for those who truly love you; through Jesus
Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen
(or)
God of holiness, your glory is proclaimed in every age: as
we rejoice in the faith of your saints, inspire us to follow
their example with boldness and joy; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen
Post Communion
God, the source of all holiness and giver of all good
things: may we who have shared at this table as
strangers and pilgrims here on earth be welcomed with
all your saints to the heavenly feast on the day of your
kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Revelation 7.9-end
9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude
that no one could count, from every nation, from all
tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the
throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm
branches in their hands. 10 They cried out in a loud voice,
saying,
‘Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the
throne, and to the Lamb!’
11 And all the angels stood around the throne and around
the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on
their faces before the throne and worshipped God,
12 singing,
‘Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving
and honour and power and might be to our God for ever
and ever! Amen.’
13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, ‘Who
are these, robed in white, and where have they come
from?’ 14 I said to him, ‘Sir, you are the one that knows.’
Then he said to me, ‘These are they who have come out
of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
15 For this reason they are before the throne of God, and
worship him day and night within his temple,
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter
them. 16 They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;
the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching
heat; 17 for the Lamb at the centre of the throne will be
their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the
water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from
their eyes.’

1 John 3.1-3
See what love the Father has given us, that we should
be called children of God; and that is what we are. The
reason the world does not know us is that it did not
know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we
will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is
this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will
see him as he is. And all who have this hope in him
purify themselves, just as he is pure.
Psalm 34
1 I will bless the LORD at all times;
his praise shall continually be in my mouth.
2 My soul makes its boast in the LORD;
let the humble hear and be glad.
3 O magnify the LORD with me,
and let us exalt his name together.
4 I sought the LORD, and he answered me,
and delivered me from all my fears.
5 Look to him, and be radiant;
so your faces shall never be ashamed.
6 This poor soul cried, and was heard by the LORD,
and was saved from every trouble.
7 The angel of the LORD encamps
around those who fear him, and delivers them.
8 O taste and see that the LORD is good;
happy are those who take refuge in him.
9 O fear the LORD, you his holy ones,
for those who fear him have no want.
10 The young lions suffer want and hunger,
but those who seek the LORD lack no good thing.
Matthew 5.1-12
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain;
and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2 Then
he began to speak, and taught them, saying:
3 ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven.
4 ‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be
comforted.
5 ‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
6 ‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they will be filled.
7 ‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
8 ‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
9 ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called
children of God.
10 ‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for
righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11 ‘Blessed are you when people revile you and
persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you
falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your
reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they
persecuted the prophets who were before you.

12th November 3 before Advent (see also Remembrance readings below)

Collect
Almighty Father,
whose will is to restore all things
in your beloved Son, the King of all:
govern the hearts and minds of those in authority,
and bring the families of the nations,
divided and torn apart by the ravages of sin,
to be subject to his just and gentle rule;
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen

died. 15For this we declare to you by the word of the
Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who
have died. 16For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of
God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead
in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who are
left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them
to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the
Lord for ever.
these words.

1

18Therefore

encourage one another with

Be pleased, O God, to deliver me.
O LORD, make haste to help me!

2

(or)
God, our refuge and strength,
bring near the day when wars shall cease
and poverty and pain shall end,
that earth may know the peace of heaven
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Let those be put to shame and confusion
who seek my life.
Let those be turned back and brought to dishonour
who desire to hurt me.
3

Let those who say, ‘Aha, Aha!’
turn back because of their shame.

4

Post Communion
God of peace,
whose Son Jesus Christ proclaimed the kingdom
and restored the broken to wholeness of life:
look with compassion on the anguish of the world,
and by your healing power
make whole both people and nations;
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen

18

Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD!
Why do you want the day of the LORD?
It is darkness, not light;
19 as if someone fled from a lion,
and was met by a bear;
or went into the house and rested a hand against the
wall,
and was bitten by a snake.
20 Is not the day of the LORD darkness, not light,
and gloom with no brightness in it?
21 I hate, I despise your festivals,
and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
22 Even though you offer me your burnt-offerings and
grain-offerings,
I will not accept them;
and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals
I will not look upon.
23 Take away from me the noise of your songs;
I will not listen to the melody of your harps.
24 But let justice roll down like waters,
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

13

But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers
and sisters, about those who have died, so that you may
not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For since
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so,
through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have

Let all who seek you
rejoice and be glad in you.
Let those who love your salvation
say evermore, ‘God is great!’
5

But I am poor and needy;
hasten to me, O God!
You are my help and my deliverer;
O LORD, do not delay!

25‘Then

the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten
bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the
bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were
wise. 3When the foolish took their lamps, they took no
oil with them; 4but the wise took flasks of oil with their
lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a
shout, “Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet
him.” 7Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed
their lamps.8The foolish said to the wise, “Give us some
of your oil, for our lamps are going out.” 9But the wise
replied, “No! there will not be enough for you and for
us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for
yourselves.” 10And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him
into the wedding banquet; and the door was
shut.

11Later

the other bridesmaids came also, saying,

“Lord, lord, open to us.”

12But

he replied, “Truly I tell

you.”13Keep

you, I do not know
awake therefore, for
you know neither the day nor the hour.

11th November Remembrance Sunday Readings

Matthew 5.1-12
5When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2Then he
began to speak, and taught them, saying:
3 ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4 ‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
5 ‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
6 ‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
7 ‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
8 ‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
9 ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
10 ‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11 ‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my
account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets
who were before you.
John 15.9-17
9As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If you keep my commandments, you will abide
in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so
that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.
12 ‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No one has greater love than this, to
lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15I do not call you
servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends,
because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I
chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you
ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.

16th November St Margaret (Starston)

5Then

I saw in the right hand of the one seated on the throne a scroll written on the inside and on the back,

sealed with seven seals; 2and I saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice, ‘Who is worthy to open the scroll
and break its seals?’ 3And no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or to look into
it. 4And I began to weep bitterly because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it. 5Then one of
the elders said to me, ‘Do not weep. See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he
can open the scroll and its seven seals.’
6

Then I saw between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders a Lamb standing as if it had
been slaughtered, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the
earth. 7He went and took the scroll from the right hand of the one who was seated on the throne. 8When he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell before the Lamb, each holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 9They sing a new song:
‘You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals,
for you were slaughtered and by your blood you ransomed for God saints from every tribe and language and people
and nation;

11

10

you have made them to be a kingdom and priests serving our God, and they will reign on earth.’

As they were listening to this, he went on to tell a parable, because he was near Jerusalem, and because they sup-

posed that the kingdom of God was to appear immediately.
get royal power for himself and then return.

13He

12So

he said, ‘A nobleman went to a distant country to

summoned ten of his slaves, and gave them ten pounds, and said

to them, “Do business with these until I come back.”

14But

the citizens of his country hated him and sent a delegation

after him, saying, “We do not want this man to rule over us.” 15When he returned, having received royal power, he
ordered these slaves, to whom he had given the money, to be summoned so that he might find out what they had
gained by trading.16The first came forward and said, “Lord, your pound has made ten more pounds.” 17He said to
him, “Well done, good slave! Because you have been trustworthy in a very small thing, take charge of ten
cities.”

18Then

the second came, saying, “Lord, your pound has made five pounds.”

19He

said to him, “And you, rule

over five cities.” 20Then the other came, saying, “Lord, here is your pound. I wrapped it up in a piece of cloth,21for I
was afraid of you, because you are a harsh man; you take what you did not deposit, and reap what you did not
sow.”

22He

said to him, “I will judge you by your own words, you wicked slave! You knew, did you, that I was a harsh

man, taking what I did not deposit and reaping what I did not sow?

23Why

bank? Then when I returned, I could have collected it with interest.”

24He

then did you not put my money into the

said to the bystanders, “Take the pound

from him and give it to the one who has ten pounds.” 25(And they said to him, “Lord, he has ten pounds!”) 26“I tell
you, to all those who have, more will be given; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken
away. 27But as for these enemies of mine who did not want me to be king over them—bring them here and slaughter
them in my presence.” ’
28 After he had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.

19th November 2 before Advent (see also St Margaret below)

love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9For God has
destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us, so that
whether we are awake or asleep we may live with

Collect
Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son was revealed to
destroy the works of the devil and to make us the children
of God and heirs of eternal life: grant that we, having this
hope, may purify ourselves even as he is pure; that when
he shall appear in power and great glory we may be made
like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he is
alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen
(or)
Heavenly Lord, you long for the world's salvation: stir us
from apathy, restrain us from excess and revive in us new
hope that all creation will one day be healed in Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen
Post Communion
Gracious Lord, in this holy sacrament you give substance to
our hope: bring us at the last to that fullness of life for
which we long; through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen
7

Be silent before the Lord GOD! For the day of the LORD is
at hand; the LORD has prepared a sacrifice, he has consecrated his guests. 12 At that time I will search Jerusalem
with lamps, and I will punish the people who rest
complacently on their dregs, those who say in their hearts,

him. 11Therefore encourage one another and build up each
other, as indeed you are doing.
1

Lord, you have been our dwelling-place

in all generations. 2 Before the mountains were brought
forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world,
from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 3 You turn
us back to dust, and say, ‘Turn back, you mortals.’ 4 For a
thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is
past, or like a watch in the night. 5 You sweep them away;
they are like a dream, like grass that is renewed in the
morning; 6 in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; in
the evening it fades and withers. 7 For we are consumed by
your anger; by your wrath we are overwhelmed. 8 You
have set our iniquities before you, our secret sins in the
light of your countenance.
14

‘For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his

slaves and entrusted his property to them; 15to one he
gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each
according to his ability. Then he went away.16The one who
had received the five talents went off at once and traded

‘The LORD will not do good, nor will he do harm.’ 13 Their
wealth shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste.
Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them;
though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine

with them, and made five more talents. 17In the same way,
the one who had the two talents made two more

from them. 14 The great day of the LORD is near, near and
hastening fast; the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter,

money.

the warrior cries aloud there. 15 That day will be a day of
wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and

talents. 18But the one who had received the one talent
went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s
19After

a long time the master of those slaves came

and settled accounts with them. 20Then the one who had
received the five talents came forward, bringing five more
talents, saying, “Master, you handed over to me five tal-

thick darkness, 16 a day of trumpet blast and battle cry
against the fortified cities and against the lofty

ents; see, I have made five more talents.”21His master said
to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have
been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of

battlements. 17 I will bring such distress upon people that
they shall walk like the blind; because they have sinned
against the LORD, their blood shall be poured out like dust,

many things; enter into the joy of your master.” 22And the
one with the two talents also came forward, saying, “Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made

and their flesh like dung. 18 Neither their silver nor their
gold will be able to save them on the day of the LORD’s
wrath; in the fire of his passion the whole earth shall be
consumed; for a full, a terrible end he will make of all the
inhabitants of the earth.
1 Thessalonians 5.1-11

two more talents.” 23His master said to him, “Well done,
good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in
a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter

5Now

concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and
sisters, you do not need to have anything written to
you. 2For you yourselves know very well that the day of the
Lord will come like a thief in the night.3When they say,
‘There is peace and security’, then sudden destruction will
come upon them, as labour pains come upon a pregnant

into the joy of your master.” 24Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, “Master, I
knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did
not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed;25so
I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground.
Here you have what is yours.” 26But his master replied,
“You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap
where I did not sow, and gather where I did not

woman, and there will be no escape! 4But you, beloved, are

scatter? 27Then you ought to have invested my money with
the bankers, and on my return I would have received what

not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; 5for
you are all children of light and children of the day; we are

was my own with interest.

not of the night or of darkness. 6So then, let us not fall
asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be
sober; 7for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who
8But

are drunk get drunk at night.
since we belong to the
day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and

28So

take the talent from him,

and give it to the one with the ten talents. 29For to all those
who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they
have will be taken away. 30As for this worthless slave,
throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

26th November Christ the King

Collect
Eternal Father, whose Son Jesus Christ ascended to the
throne of heaven that he might rule over all things as Lord
and King: keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit and in
the bond of peace, and bring the whole created order to
worship at his feet; who is alive and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen
(or)
God the Father, help us to hear the call of Christ the King
and to follow in his service, whose kingdom has no end; for
he reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, one glory.
Amen

inheritance among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according
to the working of his great power. 20God put this power to
work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above
all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above
every name that is named, not only in this age but also in
the age to come. 22And he has put all things under his feet
and has made him the head over all things for the church,
23which

is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

Psalm 95
1

O come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a joyful

noise to the rock of our salvation! 2 Let us come into his
presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to
him with songs of praise! 3 For the LORD is a great God,

Post Communion
Stir up, O Lord, the wills of your faithful people; that they,
plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good works, may by
you be plenteously rewarded; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen

and a great King above all gods. 4 In his hand are the
depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are his

Ezekiel 34.11-16, 20-24

fore the LORD, our Maker! 7 For he is our God, and we are
the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand.
O that today you would listen to his voice!

11

For thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my

sheep, and will seek them out. 12As shepherds seek out
their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I
will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds
13I

and thick darkness.
will bring them out from the peoples
and gather them from the countries, and will bring them
into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains
of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts

also. 5 The sea is his, for he made it, and the dry land,
which his hands have formed.
6

O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel be-

31

‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the
angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his
glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he
will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats,

33and

he will put the sheep

of the land.
will feed them with good pasture, and the
mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they
shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on

at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34Then the king
will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you

rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be
the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down,

from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and
you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me some-

says the Lord GOD. 16I will seek the lost, and I will bring
back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will
strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice.
20 Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will

thing to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I
was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you
took care of me, I was in prison and you visited

judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 21Because
you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the
weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far

thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was
it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked

14I

and wide, 22I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be
ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep.
23

I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David,
and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their
shepherd. 24And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them; I, the LORD, have
spoken.
Ephesians 1.15-end
15

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your

love towards all the saints, and for this reason 16I do not
cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my
prayers. 17I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of
your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to
which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious

me.” 37Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when
was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or

and gave you clothing?

39And

when was it that we saw you

sick or in prison and visited you?” 40And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the
least of these who are members of my family, you did it to
me.” 41Then he will say to those at his left hand, “You that
are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared
for the devil and his angels; 42for I was hungry and you
gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to
drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison
and you did not visit me.”44Then they also will answer,
“Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care
of you?” 45Then he will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just
as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did
not do it to me.” 46And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.’

3 December Advent Sunday (Year B of Mark)
Purple or no hangings
O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you
are our potter; we are all the work of your hand.
Collect
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of
darkness and to put on the armour of light, now in the
time of this mortal life, in which your Son Jesus Christ
came to us in great humility; that on the last day, when
he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge the
living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal;
through him who is alive and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen
(or)
Almighty God, as your kingdom dawns, turn us from the
darkness of sin to the light of holiness, that we may be
ready to meet you in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.
Amen
Post Communion
O Lord our God, make us watchful and keep us faithful
as we await the coming of your Son our Lord; that, when
he shall appear, he may not find us sleeping in sin but
active in his service and joyful in his praise; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Isaiah 64.1-9
O that you would tear open the heavens and come
down, so that the mountains would quake at your
presence— 2 as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire
causes water to boil— to make your name known to your
adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at your
presence! 3 When you did awesome deeds that we did
not expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at
your presence. 4 From ages past no one has heard, no
ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you,
who works for those who wait for him. 5 You meet those
who gladly do right, those who remember you in
your ways. But you were angry, and we sinned; because
you hid yourself we transgressed. 6 We have all become
like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are
like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and our
iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 7 There is no one
who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you;
for you have hidden your face from us, and have
delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 8 Yet, O LORD,
you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are
our potter; we are all the work of your hand. 9 Do not be
exceedingly angry, O LORD, and do not remember
iniquity for ever. Now consider, we are all your people.
1 Corinthians 1.3-9
3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ.
4 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the
grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, 5
for in every way you have been enriched in him, in
speech and knowledge of every kind— 6 just as the

testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—
7 so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you
wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8 He will
also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be
blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is
faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Psalm 80
1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel,
you that led Joseph like a flock;
2 Shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the
cherubim, before Ephraim, Benjamin and Manasseh.
3 Stir up your mighty strength
and come to our salvation.
4 Turn us again, O God;
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be
saved.
5 O Lord God of hosts, how long will you be angry at
your people's prayer?
6 You feed them with the bread of tears;
you give them abundance of tears to drink.
7 You have made us the derision of our neighbours
and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
8 Turn us again, O God of hosts;
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be
saved.
Mark 13.24-37
24 ‘But in those days, after that suffering,
the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light,
25 and the stars will be falling from heaven,
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.
26 Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in clouds”
with great power and glory. 27 Then he will send out the
angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from
the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.
28 ‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its
branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you
know that summer is near. 29 So also, when you see
these things taking place, you know that he is near, at
the very gates. 30 Truly I tell you, this generation will not
pass away until all these things have taken place. 31
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not
pass away.
32 ‘But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33
Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time
will come. 34 It is like a man going on a journey, when
he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with
his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the
watch. 35 Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know
when the master of the house will come, in the evening,
or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36 or else he
may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37 And
what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.’

10th December Advent 2
“I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit.’
Collect
O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power and come among
us, and with great might succour us; that whereas,
through our sins and wickedness we are grievously
hindered in running the race that is set before us, your
bountiful grace and mercy may speedily help and deliver
us; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, to whom
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honour and glory, now
and for ever. Amen

Almighty God, purify our hearts and minds, that when
your Son Jesus Christ comes again as judge and saviour
we may be ready to receive him, who is our Lord and
our God. Amen
Post Communion
Father in heaven, who sent your Son to redeem the
world and will send him again to be our judge: give us
grace so to imitate him in the humility and purity of his
first coming that, when he comes again, we may be
ready to greet him with joyful love and firm faith;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Isaiah 40.1-11
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she
has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she
has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her
sins.
3 A voice cries out: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way of
the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our
God. 4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain
and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become
level, and the rough places a plain. 5 Then the glory of
the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it
together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.’
6 A voice says, ‘Cry out!’ And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’ All
people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the
field. 7 The grass withers, the flower fades, when the
breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are
grass. 8 The grass withers, the flower fades; but the
word of our God will stand for ever. 9 Get you up to a
high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up
your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good
tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah,
‘Here is your God!’ 10 See, the Lord GOD comes with
might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him. 11 He will feed his flock
like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms,
and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother
sheep.
2 Peter 3.8-15a
8 But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the
Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand
years are like one day. 9 The Lord is not slow about his
promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with

you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to
repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a
thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud
noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and
the earth and everything that is done on it will be
disclosed.
11 Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way,
what sort of people ought you to be in leading lives of
holiness and godliness,12 waiting for and hastening the
coming of the day of God, because of which the
heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the
elements will melt with fire? 13 But, in accordance with
his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth,
where righteousness is at home.
14 Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these
things, strive to be found by him at peace, without spot
or blemish; 15 and regard the patience of our Lord as
salvation. So also our beloved brother Paul wrote to you
according to the wisdom given to him,
Psalm 85
8 I will listen to what the Lord God will say,
for he shall speak peace to his people and to the
faithful, that they turn not again to folly.
9 Truly, his salvation is near to those who fear him,
that his glory may dwell in our land.
10 Mercy and truth are met together,
righteousness and peace have kissed each other;
11 Truth shall spring up from the earth
and righteousness look down from heaven.
12 The Lord will indeed give all that is good,
and our land will yield its increase.
13 Righteousness shall go before him
and direct his steps in the way.
Mark 1:1-8
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son
of God.
2 As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, ‘See, I am
sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare
your way; 3 the voice of one crying out in the
wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his
paths straight” ’,
4 John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness
of sins. 5 And people from the whole Judean countryside
and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him,
and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing
their sins.6 Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with
a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and
wild honey. 7 He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to
stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8 I have
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit.’

17th December Advent 3
;
‘I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,
“Make straight the way of the Lord”
Collect
O Lord Jesus Christ, who at your first coming sent your
messenger to prepare your way before you: grant that
the ministers and stewards of your mysteries may
likewise so prepare and make ready your way by turning
the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just,
that at your second coming to judge the world we may
be found an acceptable people in your sight; for you are
alive and reign with the Father in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen
(or)
God for whom we watch and wait, you sent John the
Baptist to prepare the way of your Son: give us courage
to speak the truth, to hunger for justice, and to suffer for
the cause of right, with Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Post Communion
We give you thanks, O Lord, for these heavenly gifts;
kindle in us the fire of your Spirit that when your Christ
comes again we may shine as lights before his face; who
is alive and reigns now and for ever. Amen
Isaiah 61.1-4, 8-11
The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because
the LORD has anointed me; he has sent me to bring good
news to the oppressed, to bind up the broken-hearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the
prisoners; 2 to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favour,
and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who
mourn; 3 to provide for those who mourn in Zion— to
give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness
instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a
faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the
planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 4 They shall
build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former
devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the
devastations of many generations.
8 For I the LORD love justice, I hate robbery and
wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their recompense,
and I will make an everlasting covenant with
them. 9 Their descendants shall be known among the
nations, and their offspring among the peoples; all who
see them shall acknowledge that they are a people
whom the LORD has blessed. 10 I will greatly rejoice in
the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he
has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has
covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a
bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride
adorns herself with her jewels. 11 For as the earth brings
forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in
it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness
and praise to spring up before all the nations.
1 Thessalonians 5.16-24
16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks
in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus for you. 19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not
despise the words of prophets, 21 but test everything;

hold fast to what is good; 22 abstain from every form of
evil.
23 May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely;
and may your spirit and soul and body be kept
sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ. 24 The one who calls you is faithful, and he will
do this.
Psalm 126
1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,
then were we like those who dream.
2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter
and our tongue with songs of joy.
3 Then said they among the nations,
‘The Lord has done great things for them.'
4 The Lord has indeed done great things for us,
and therefore we rejoiced.
5 Restore again our fortunes, O Lord,
as the river beds of the desert.
6 Those who sow in tears
shall reap with songs of joy.
7 Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed,
will come back with shouts of joy,
bearing their sheaves with them.
John 1.6-8, 19-28
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was
John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the light, so
that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not
the light, but he came to testify to the light.
19 This is the testimony given by John when the Jews
sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him,
‘Who are you?’ 20 He confessed and did not deny it, but
confessed, ‘I am not the Messiah.’ 21 And they asked
him, ‘What then? Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’
‘Are you the prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’ 22 Then they
said to him, ‘Who are you? Let us have an answer for
those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?’ 23
He said,
‘I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,
“Make straight the way of the Lord” ’,
as the prophet Isaiah said.
24 Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25 They
asked him, ‘Why then are you baptizing if you are
neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?’ 26 John
answered them, ‘I baptize with water. Among you
stands one whom you do not know, 27 the one who is
coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of
his sandal.’ 28 This took place in Bethany across the
Jordan where John was baptizing.

24th December Advent 4
;
‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me
according to your word.’
Collect
God our redeemer, who prepared the Blessed Virgin
Mary to be the mother of your Son: grant that, as she
looked for his coming as our saviour, so we may be
ready to greet him when he comes again as our judge;
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

Eternal God, as Mary waited for the birth of your Son, so
we wait for his coming in glory; bring us through the
birth pangs of this present age to see, with her, our
great salvation in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Post Communion
Heavenly Father, who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary to
be the mother of the promised saviour: fill us your
servants with your grace, that in all things we may
embrace your holy will and with her rejoice in your
salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
2 Samuel 7.1-11, 16
Now when the king was settled in his house, and
the LORD had given him rest from all his enemies around
him, 2 the king said to the prophet Nathan, ‘See now, I
am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in
a tent.’ 3 Nathan said to the king, ‘Go, do all that you
have in mind; for the LORD is with you.’
4 But that same night the word of the LORD came to
Nathan: 5 Go and tell my servant David: Thus says
the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live
in? 6 I have not lived in a house since the day I brought
up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have
been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. 7
Wherever I have moved about among all the people of
Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal
leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my
people Israel, saying, ‘Why have you not built me a
house of cedar?’ 8 Now therefore thus you shall say to
my servant David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took
you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be
prince over my people Israel; 9 and I have been with you
wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies
from before you; and I will make for you a great name,
like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10 And I will
appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them,
so that they may live in their own place, and be
disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no
more, as formerly, 11 from the time that I appointed
judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest
from all your enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to
you that the LORD will make you a house. 16 Your house
and your kingdom shall be made sure for ever before
me; your throne shall be established for ever.
Romans 16.25-27
25 Now to God who is able to strengthen you according
to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ,
according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept
secret for long ages 26 but is now disclosed, and through

the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles,
according to the command of the eternal God, to bring
about the obedience of faith— 27 to the only wise God,
through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory for ever!
Amen.
Psalm 89
1 My song shall be always of the loving-kindness of the
Lord:
with my mouth will I proclaim your faithfulness
throughout all generations.
2 I will declare that your love is established for ever;
you have set your faithfulness as firm as the heavens.
3 For you said: 'I have made a covenant with my chosen
one;
I have sworn an oath to David my servant:
4 '"Your seed will I establish for ever
and build up your throne for all generations."'
5 The heavens praise your wonders, O Lord,
and your faithfulness in the assembly of the holy ones;
6 For who among the clouds can be compared to the
Lord?
Who is like the Lord among the host of heaven?
7 A God feared in the council of the holy ones,
great and terrible above all those round about him.
8 Who is like you, Lord God of hosts?
Mighty Lord, your faithfulness is all around you.
Luke 1.26-38
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God
to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the
house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he
came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The
Lord is with you.’ 29 But she was much perplexed by his
words and pondered what sort of greeting this might
be. 30 The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for
you have found favour with God. 31 And now, you will
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will
name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called
the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to
him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign
over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom
there will be no end.’ 34 Mary said to the angel, ‘How can
this be, since I am a virgin?’ 35 The angel said to her,
‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of
the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child
to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36
And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also
conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who
was said to be barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible
with God.’ 38 Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of
the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’
Then the angel departed from her.

25th December
;
And the Word became flesh and lived among us
Christmas Night
Collect
Eternal God, who made this most holy night to shine
with the brightness of your one true light: bring us, who
have known the revelation of that light on earth, to see
the radiance of your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ
your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen
(or)
Eternal God, in the stillness of this night you sent your
almighty Word to pierce the world's darkness with the
light of salvation: give to the earth the peace that we
long for and fill our hearts with the joy of heaven
through our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen
Post Communion
God our Father, in this night you have made known to us
again the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ: confirm our
faith and fix our eyes on him until the day dawns and
Christ the Morning Star rises in our hearts. To him be
glory both now and for ever. Amen
Christmas Day
Collect
Almighty God, you have given us your only-begotten Son
to take our nature upon him and as at this time to be
born of a pure virgin: grant that we, who have been
born again and made your children by adoption and
grace, may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit; through
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen
(or)
Lord Jesus Christ, your birth at Bethlehem draws us to
kneel in wonder at heaven touching earth: accept our
heartfelt praise as we worship you, our Saviour and our
eternal God. Amen
Post Communion
God our Father, whose Word has come among us in the
Holy Child of Bethlehem: may the light of faith illumine
our hearts and shine in our words and deeds; through
him who is Christ the Lord. Amen
Isaiah 52.7-10
7 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the
messenger who announces peace, who brings good
news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, ‘Your
God reigns.’ 8 Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices,
together they sing for joy; for in plain sight they see the
return of the LORD to Zion. 9 Break forth together into
singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the LORD has
comforted his people, he has redeemed
Jerusalem. 10 The LORD has bared his holy arm before
the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth
shall see the salvation of our God.

Hebrews 1.1-4
1 Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and
various ways by the prophets, 2 but in these last days he
has spoken to us by a Son,whom he appointed heir of
all things, through whom he also created the worlds. 3
He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint
of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his
powerful word. When he had made purification for sins,
he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4
having become as much superior to angels as the name
he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.
Psalm 148
7 Praise the Lord from the earth,
you sea monsters and all deeps;
8 Fire and hail, snow and mist,
tempestuous wind, fulfilling his word;
9 Mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars;
10 Wild beasts and all cattle,
creeping things and birds on the wing;
11 Kings of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the world;
12 Young men and women,
old and young together;
let them praise the name of the Lord.
13 For his name only is exalted,
his splendour above earth and heaven.
14 He has raised up the horn of his people
and praise for all his faithful servants,
the children of Israel, a people who
John 1.1-14
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the
beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through
him, and without him not one thing came into being.
What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life
was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was
John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the light, so
that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not
the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the
world.
10 He was in the world, and the world came into being
through him; yet the world did not know him. 11 He
came to what was his own, and his own people did not
accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed
in his name, he gave power to become children of
God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the
flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and
we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only
son, full of grace and truth.

31st December Christmas 1
;
After being warned in a dream, he went away to the
district of Galilee.
Collect
Almighty God, who wonderfully created us in your own
image and yet more wonderfully restored us through
your Son Jesus Christ: grant that, as he came to share in
our humanity, so we may share the life of his divinity;
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen
(or)
God in Trinity, eternal unity of perfect love: gather the
nations to be one family, and draw us into your holy life
through the birth of Emmanuel, our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen
Post Communion
Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son shared at Nazareth
the life of an earthly home: help your Church to live as
one family, united in love and obedience, and bring us all
at last to our home in heaven; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen
Isaiah 61.10,11
I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall
exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the
garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe
of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a
garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden
causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God
will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before
all the nations. For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and
for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until her vindication
shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning
torch. The nations shall see your vindication, and all the
kings your glory; and you shall be called by a new name
that the mouth of the Lord will give. You shall be a
crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, and a royal
diadem in the hand of your God.
Galatians 4.4-7
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his
Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in order to
redeem those who were under the law, so that we might
receive adoption as children. And because you are
children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!’ So you are no longer a
slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through
God.
Psalm 148
7 Praise the Lord from the earth,
you sea monsters and all deeps;
8 Fire and hail, snow and mist,
tempestuous wind, fulfilling his word;
9 Mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars;
10 Wild beasts and all cattle,
creeping things and birds on the wing;
11 Kings of the earth and all peoples,

princes and all rulers of the world;
12 Young men and women,
old and young together;
let them praise the name of the Lord.
13 For his name only is exalted,
his splendour above earth and heaven.
14 He has raised up the horn of his people
and praise for all his faithful servants,
the children of Israel, a people who are near him.
Alleluia.
Luke 2.15-21
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven,
the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go now to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place,
which the Lord has made known to us.’ So they went
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child
lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made
known what had been told them about this child; and all
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told
them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered
them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying
and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it
had been told them.
After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise
the child; and he was called Jesus, the name given by
the angel before he was conceived in the womb.

7th January Baptism of Christ (White)
He said to them, ‘Did you receive the Holy Spirit when
you became believers?’
Collect
Eternal Father,
who at the baptism of Jesus
revealed him to be your Son,
anointing him with the Holy Spirit:
grant to us, who are born again by water and the Spirit,
that we may be faithful to our calling as your adopted
children;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen
(or)
Heavenly Father,
at the Jordan you revealed Jesus as your Son:
may we recognize him as our Lord
and know ourselves to be your beloved children;
through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen
Post Communion
Lord of all time and eternity,
you opened the heavens and revealed yourself as Father
in the baptism of Jesus your beloved Son:
by the power of your Spirit
complete the heavenly work of our rebirth
through the waters of the new creation;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Genesis 1.1-5
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the
earth, 2 the earth was a formless void and darkness
covered the face of the deep, while a wind from
God swept over the face of the waters. 3 Then God said,
‘Let there be light’; and there was light. 4 And God saw
that the light was good; and God separated the light
from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and
there was morning, the first day.
Acts 19.1-7
While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the
inland regions and came to Ephesus, where he found
some disciples. 2 He said to them, ‘Did you receive the
Holy Spirit when you became believers?’ They replied,
‘No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.’ 3
Then he said, ‘Into what then were you baptized?’ They
answered, ‘Into John’s baptism.’ 4 Paul said, ‘John
baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the
people to believe in the one who was to come after him,
that is, in Jesus.’ 5 On hearing this, they were baptized in
the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 When Paul had laid his
hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and
they spoke in tongues and prophesied - 7 altogether
there were about twelve of them.
Psalm 29
1 Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.

2

Ascribe to the LORD the glory of his name;
worship the LORD in holy splendour.
3 The voice of the LORD is over the waters;
the God of glory thunders,
the LORD, over mighty waters.
4 The voice of the LORD is powerful;
the voice of the LORD is full of majesty.
5 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars;
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon.
6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Sirion like a young wild ox.
7 The voice of the LORD flashes forth flames of fire.
8 The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness;
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
9 The voice of the LORD causes the oaks to whirl,
and strips the forest bare;
and in his temple all say, ‘Glory!’
10 The LORD sits enthroned over the flood;
the LORD sits enthroned as king for ever.
11 May the LORD give strength to his people!
May the LORD bless his people with peace!
Mark 1.4-11
4 John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness
of sins. 5 And people from the whole Judean countryside
and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him,
and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing
their sins. 6 Now John was clothed with camel’s hair,
with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts
and wild honey. 7 He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to
stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8 I have
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit.’
9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and
was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 And just as he
was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens
torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him.
11 And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’

18th January Epiphany 2 (White)
Nathanael said to him, ‘Can anything good come out of
Nazareth?’ Philip said to him, ‘Come and see.’
Collect
Almighty God, in Christ you make all things new:
transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your
grace, and in the renewal of our lives make known your
heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen
(or)
Eternal Lord, our beginning and our end: bring us with
the whole creation to your glory, hidden through past
ages and made known in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Post Communion
God of glory, you nourish us with your Word who is the
bread of life: fill us with your Holy Spirit that through us
the light of your glory may shine in all the world. We ask
this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
1 Samuel 3.1-10
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under
Eli. The word of the LORD was rare in those days; visions
were not widespread.
2 At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim
so that he could not see, was lying down in his room; 3
the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was
lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of
God was. 4 Then the LORD called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ and
he said, ‘Here I am!’ 5 and ran to Eli, and said, ‘Here I
am, for you called me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call; lie
down again.’ So he went and lay down. 6 The LORD called
again, ‘Samuel!’ Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said,
‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call,
my son; lie down again.’ 7 Now Samuel did not yet know
the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been
revealed to him. 8 The LORD called Samuel again, a third
time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I
am, for you called me.’ Then Eli perceived that
the LORD was calling the boy. 9 Therefore Eli said to
Samuel, ‘Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say,
“Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.” ’ So Samuel
went and lay down in his place.
10 Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before,
‘Samuel! Samuel!’ And Samuel said, ‘Speak, for your
servant is listening.’
Revelation 5.1-10
Then I saw in the right hand of the one seated on the
throne a scroll written on the inside and on the back,
sealed with seven seals; 2 and I saw a mighty angel
proclaiming with a loud voice, ‘Who is worthy to open
the scroll and break its seals?’ 3 And no one in heaven or
on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll
or to look into it. 4 And I began to weep bitterly because
no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look
into it. 5 Then one of the elders said to me, ‘Do not
weep. See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of
David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and
its seven seals.’
6 Then I saw between the throne and the four living
creatures and among the elders a Lamb standing as if it

had been slaughtered, having seven horns and seven
eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all
the earth. 7 He went and took the scroll from the right
hand of the one who was seated on the throne. 8 When
he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the
twenty-four elders fell before the Lamb, each holding a
harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the
prayers of the saints. 9 They sing a new song:
‘You are worthy to take the scroll
and to open its seals,
for you were slaughtered and by your blood you
ransomed for God
saints from every tribe and language and people
and nation;
10 you have made them to be a kingdom and priests
serving our God,
and they will reign on earth.’
Psalm 139
1 O Lord, you have searched me out and known me;
you know my sitting down and my rising up;
you discern my thoughts from afar.
2 You mark out my journeys and my resting place
and are acquainted with all my ways.
3 For there is not a word on my tongue,
but you, O Lord, know it altogether.
4 You encompass me behind and before
and lay your hand upon me.
5 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me,
so high that I cannot attain it.
6 Where can I go then from your spirit?
Or where can I flee from your presence?
7 If I climb up to heaven, you are there;
if I make the grave my bed, you are there also.
8 If I take the wings of the morning
and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,
9 Even there your hand shall lead me,
your right hand hold me fast.
John 1.43-end
43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found
Philip and said to him, ‘Follow me.’ 44 Now Philip was
from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip
found Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found him
about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets
wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.’ 46 Nathanael
said to him, ‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth?’
Philip said to him, ‘Come and see.’ 47 When Jesus saw
Nathanael coming towards him, he said of him, ‘Here is
truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!’ 48
Nathanael asked him, ‘Where did you come to know
me?’ Jesus answered, ‘I saw you under the fig tree
before Philip called you.’ 49 Nathanael replied, ‘Rabbi,
you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!’ 50
Jesus answered, ‘Do you believe because I told you that
I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things
than these.’ 51 And he said to him, ‘Very truly, I tell
you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God
ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.’

21st January Epiphany 3 (White)
And the angel said to me, ‘Write this: Blessed are those
who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.’

Collect
Almighty God,
whose Son revealed in signs and miracles
the wonder of your saving presence:
renew your people with your heavenly grace,
and in all our weakness
sustain us by your mighty power;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen
(or)
God of all mercy,
your Son proclaimed good news to the poor,
release to the captives,
and freedom to the oppressed:
anoint us with your Holy Spirit
and set all your people free
to praise you in Christ our Lord. Amen
Post Communion
Almighty Father,
whose Son our Saviour Jesus Christ is the light of the
world:
may your people,
illumined by your word and sacraments,
shine with the radiance of his glory,
that he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed
to the ends of the earth;
for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever. Amen
Genesis 14.17-20
17 After his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and
the kings who were with him, the king of Sodom went
out to meet him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the
King’s Valley). 18 And King Melchizedek of Salem brought
out bread and wine; he was priest of God Most High. 19
He blessed him and said,
‘Blessed be Abram by God Most High,
maker of heaven and earth;
20 and blessed be God Most High,
who has delivered your enemies into your hand!’
And Abram gave him one-tenth of everything.
Revelation 19.6-10
6Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great
multitude, like the sound of many waters and like the
sound of mighty thunder-peals, crying out,
‘Hallelujah!
For the Lord our God
the Almighty reigns.
7 Let us rejoice and exult
and give him the glory,
for the marriage of the Lamb has come,
and his bride has made herself ready;
8 to her it has been granted to be clothed
with fine linen, bright and pure’—
for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints.

9

And the angel said to me, ‘Write this: Blessed are
those who are invited to the marriage supper of the
Lamb.’ And he said to me, ‘These are true words of
God.’ 10Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, but
he said to me, ‘You must not do that! I am a fellowservant with you and your comrades who hold the
testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of
Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.’
Psalm 128
1 Happy is everyone who fears the LORD,
who walks in his ways.
2 You shall eat the fruit of the labour of your hands;
you shall be happy, and it shall go well with you.
3 Your wife will be like a fruitful vine
within your house;
your children will be like olive shoots
around your table.
4 Thus shall the man be blessed
who fears the LORD.
5 The LORD bless you from Zion.
May you see the prosperity of Jerusalem
all the days of your life.
6 May you see your children’s children.
Peace be upon Israel!
John 2.1-11
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee,
and the mother of Jesus was there. 2Jesus and his
disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3When
the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him,
‘They have no wine.’ 4And Jesus said to her, ‘Woman,
what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not
yet come.’ 5His mother said to the servants, ‘Do
whatever he tells you.’ 6Now standing there were six
stone water-jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each
holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7Jesus said to them, ‘Fill
the jars with water.’ And they filled them up to the
brim. 8He said to them, ‘Now draw some out, and take it
to the chief steward.’ So they took it. 9When the
steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did
not know where it came from (though the servants who
had drawn the water knew), the steward called the
bridegroom 10and said to him, ‘Everyone serves the
good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the
guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good
wine until now.’ 11Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in
Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples
believed in him.

28th January Candlemas (White)

Collect
Almighty and ever-living God, clothed in majesty, whose
beloved Son was this day presented in the Temple, in
substance of our flesh: grant that we may be presented
to you with pure and clean hearts, by your Son Jesus
Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen
(or)
Lord Jesus Christ, light of the nations and glory of Israel:
make your home among us, and present us pure and
holy to your heavenly Father, your God, and our God.
Amen
Post Communion
Lord, you fulfilled the hope of Simeon and Anna, who
lived to welcome the Messiah: may we, who have
received these gifts beyond words, prepare to meet
Christ Jesus when he comes to bring us to eternal life;
for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever. Amen
Malachi 3.1-5
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way
before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly
come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in
whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says
the LORD of hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of his
coming, and who can stand when he appears?
For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3 he
will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will
purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold
and silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in
righteousness. 4 Then the offering of Judah and
Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of
old and as in former years.
5 Then I will draw near to you for judgement; I will be
swift to bear witness against the sorcerers, against the
adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against
those who oppress the hired workers in their wages, the
widow, and the orphan, against those who thrust aside
the alien, and do not fear me, says the LORD of hosts.
Hebrews 2.14-end
14 Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he
himself likewise shared the same things, so that through
death he might destroy the one who has the power of
death, that is, the devil, 15 and free those who all their
lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. 16 For it is
clear that he did not come to help angels, but the
descendants of Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to become
like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he
might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the service
of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of
the people. 18 Because he himself was tested by what he
suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested.

Psalm 24.7-10
7 Lift up your heads, O gates! and be lifted up,
O ancient doors! that the King of glory may come in.
8 Who is the King of glory? The LORD, strong and
mighty, the LORD, mighty in battle.
9 Lift up your heads, O gates! and be lifted up,
O ancient doors! that the King of glory may come in.
10 Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts, he is the
King of glory.
Luke 2.22-40
22 When the time came for their purification according to
the law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to
present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the law of
the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as
holy to the Lord’), 24 and they offered a sacrifice
according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair
of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was
Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking
forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit
rested on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the
Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had
seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Guided by the Spirit,
Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was
customary under the law, 28 Simeon took him in his arms
and praised God, saying,
29 ‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in
peace, according to your word; 30 for my eyes have
seen your salvation, 31 which you have prepared in the
presence of all peoples, 32 a light for revelation to the
Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.’
33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at
what was being said about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed
them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined
for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be
a sign that will be opposed 35 so that the inner thoughts
of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your
own soul too.’
36 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age,
having lived with her husband for seven years after her
marriage, 37 then as a widow to the age of eighty-four.
She never left the temple but worshipped there with
fasting and prayer night and day. 38 At that moment she
came, and began to praise God and to speak about the
child to all who were looking for the redemption of
Jerusalem.
39 When they had finished everything required by the
law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own
town of Nazareth. 40 The child grew and became strong,
filled with wisdom; and the favour of God was upon
him.

